“Conflict in the Church”
OPEN:  Read Acts 11:15-17:  Peter reminds his audience of a promise God made in Acts 1:4-5, that the Holy Spirit would be poured out on the Gentiles.  Look at the promises below and share an example of when God’s promises have proven true in your life.
"God is our refuge and strength, an ever present help in trouble." Psalm 46:1

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest." Matt. 11:28

"He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak." Isaiah 40:29
"I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you." Psalm 32:8

"I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete." John 15:11

“Blessed are all who wait for The Lord!" Isaiah 30:18

“This is the assurance we have in approaching God; that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us." 1 John 5:14
DIG

· Re-read Acts 11:17 - God divinely intervened on behalf of the Gentiles. Only God could have given Cornelius and his family the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
· What are some things that the church is capable of doing without God?

· What are some things that only God can do?
· Read Acts 11:3 – Were these Christians right in questioning Peter’s decision? 

· Can you think of examples of legalism that you have seen crop up in the church today? 
· What are some groups of people Christians are expected to avoid currently?  Why?
· Is it right for us to avoid certain people?  (Acts 1:8, but also 1 Corinthians 15:33)
· Quote from Pastor Eric: Holiness isn’t avoiding lost people but resembling God.
· Rather than just saving them, God manifested his Holy Spirit by having the Gentiles speak in tongues?  How did the people react in 11:18?

· Have you ever been surprised by a miraculous work of God in your life or someone else’s life?
----------------------------------------------------

REFLECT 
Sunday’s Lesson:  Conflict should always be seen as an opportunity to glorify God 
· Are you currently in a conflict where you need wisdom to act Biblically?
· The 4 G’s of PeaceMaking: Glorify God, Get the log out of your own eye, Gently Restore, Go and be Reconciled 
PRAY
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