“God’s Sovereignty”
OPEN: Do you have any reactions to Pastor Eric’s sermon on God’s sovereignty?  
STUDY:
· Consider the following suggested outline of the book of Job:

· Ch 1-2 - God allows Satan to take everything from Job (a righteous and upright man)

· Ch 3-37 - Job argues with his three friends about why such suffering has come upon him

· Ch 38-40:2 – God asks Job 43 questions, which he cannot answer.

· Ch 40:4-5 – Job tries to apologize

· Ch 40-41 – God interrupts and asks Job 17 more questions he cannot answer

· In your own words, summarize Job’s reaction in 42:1-2

· Pastor Eric asked, “Has God really decreed suffering?”  A follow-up question might be, “Why? And can any good really come from suffering?”
· READ 2 Corinthians 1:3-7

· What is one value of affliction for a Christian (3-4)

· vv5-7 speak of suffering and comfort. Is it possible to experience Christ’s comfort without experiencing his suffering?

· READ 2 Corinthians 1:8-11

· On a scale of 1-10, how bad would you rate Paul’s suffering (v8)

· Identify one good thing from each of the following verses that resulted from Paul’s suffering:

· v9 –

· v10 -

· v11 -

· READ 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

· Who gave Paul the thorn (v7)?

· How did God respond to Paul’s request that it be removed?

· What was God’s reasoning?

----------------------------------------------------

REFLECT 
*In what ways have you experienced the benefits of suffering in your life?
PRAY
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Notable Quote: “It is impossible for us to reject either of these great truths and it is equally impossible for our minds to reconcile them.”  Richard Fuller Former President of Southern Baptist Convention
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