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Assurance of Salvation
“Nothing is more important for us than to know that we are indeed the children of God… You can’t really enjoy the blessings of the Christian life unless you’ve got this assurance.”  
Martin Lloyd-Jones

Read:  Every Christian will struggle with a sense of assurance at some point in their lifetime, and some of these people may come to believe that they’re only meant to hope they’re saved.  But the Bible teaches that if you “believe in the name of the Son of God,” you can “know that you have eternal life” (I John 5:13).  
· On a scale of 1-10, how certain would you say you are that “you have eternal life?” (1= not at all, 10=you know you have eternal life)

· What do you think is the cause for your certainty or uncertainty?

Read: There are two errors into which Christians fall in this matter of assurance.  The first is to be so eager to assure everyone who makes a “profession” that we ignore the clear Biblical warnings against false assurance, and the second is to set such high standards for personal holiness that any sense of assurance becomes unattainable.  This is why it’s absolutely essential that in our search for assurance and security, we stick to God’s Word.  In other words, what is the Biblical view concerning the matter of assurance.  
· Do any verses come to your mind concerning assurance of salvation?

Read: Many people refer back to the time when he or she accepted Christ.  To be sure, this is a critical moment in any Christian’s life – probably the most!  But the way we know we’re Christians is not by some past action of our own, but by looking at what God has done (and is still doing).  According to Donald Whitney, “The reality of salvation is not demonstrated so much by the experience at the beginning as by the fruit since then… It is not the backward look that is important in gaining assurance, but the look at what you believe and are doing now.” 
· Do you agree with this?  Why or why not?

Read: The Bible stresses the importance of “examining yourself to see whether you are in the faith” (2 Corinthians 13:5).  The result for Christians is (hopefully) a more fruitful, joyous walk with Christ and a more effective ministry to others.  According to Whitney, “[Satan] knows that [Christians] are most effective when they’re sure of their salvation, and ineffective when they’re not.” 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Study the following scriptures and examine what they say about the actions and attitudes which accompany salvation? What evidences should be present in a true believers life?
*WARNING: In the process of “examining yourself,” guard against the tendency to focus only on what’s wrong.  Nowhere in the Bible do we read that every Christian possesses every evidence of salvation all at once.  Whitney writes, “The Bible requires only the presence of evidences, not the perfection of them.”  Instead, give thanks for what is right in your life, while continuing to pray about what needs work.  Seek the Lord and allow him to change your heart, and your actions will be sure to follow.  After all, the fact that you even care about the absence of certain evidences might itself be evidence that you’re a Christian.  

See next page for Bible study:

Romans 8:14-16________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
1 John 3:24, 4:13________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

1 John 1:6-7____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

1 John 1:8-10___________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

1 John 2:3-5____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

1 John 2:15____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

1 John 3:2-3____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

1 John 3:7-8, 10_________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

1 John 3:14____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

1 John 4:6_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

1 John 5:1_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Philippians 3:18-19 _____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

FOR FUTHER REFLECTION:

If you answer yes to the following, it’s probably a good sign:  Do you intensely desire assurance?  Do you sometimes grieve that you do not love Jesus enough?  Do you often wish God would change you so that you would always obey him and never sin again?  Do you admire godly people more than rich, famous, athletic, or attractive people?
If you answer yes to the following, it’s probably NOT a good sign:  Would you willingly and habitually sin against God if you could get whatever you wanted in return? Would you be content to live without hearing sermons, reading the Bible, or worshipping God?  Would you really prefer God, Christ, the Spirit, grace, glory, holiness, and Heaven over all the houses, land, money, fame, pleasure, and possessions of this life?
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