“What Road Are YOU On?”
OPEN: What’s the worst you’ve ever gotten lost? 
STUDY: (The following passages contrast the way of the righteous with the way of the wicked)
· Read Proverbs 4:18-27
· v18 – Discuss as a group the analogies used to describe the path of the righteous.  What’s their significance?

· v19 - Discuss the analogies used to describe the path of the wicked.  

· According to v20-21, what characterizes a righteous person?

· Focus, persistence, discipline, attentiveness, etc…
· According to v23, what characterizes a righteous person? (see Psalm 1:1-2)

· Delight, love, enjoyment, etc…
· According to v24, what characterizes a righteous person?

· According to v25-27, what characterizes a righteous person?

· Fixed gaze (Hebrews 12:2), thinking about how you live (Eph 5:15-16)

*According to verse 26b, what benefit is promised to those whose walk is righteous?

· “all your ways will be sure”; “steadfast in your ways”

· Isaiah 26:7 says, “The path of the righteous is level; you make level the way of the righteous.” To close, read the following words by Matthew Henry on this verse:
“The way of the righteous is evenness, a steady course of obedience and holy conversation. And it is their happiness that God makes their way plain and easy. It is our duty, and will be our comfort, to wait for God, to keep up holy desires toward him in the darkest and most discouraging times. Our troubles must never turn us from God; and in the darkest, longest night of affliction, with our souls must we desire him; and this we must wait and pray to him for. We make nothing of our religion, whatever our profession may be, if we do not make heart-work of it. Though we come ever so early, we shall find God ready to receive us. The intention of afflictions is to teach righteousness: blessed is the man whom the Lord thus teaches.”
----------------------------------------------------

REFLECT 
*How can a Christian’s way be “plain and easy” when he or she experiences “the darkest, longest night of affliction”?
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